
SOUTHEAST ASIA 
CRUISE 

Nov 4-21, 2009 
18 Days 

Come with us to discover the wonders of Asia.  It took Jane a long time to talk me (Loren) into traveling to Asia but in 
November, 1999 we went on a cruise with an itinerary very similar to this one.  It was a great experience!  Itôs a 
chance to experience the exotic cultures of Southeast Asia but return each day to the comfort and familiarity of your 
floating hotel.  Try the local delicacies but return to world-class dining.  Explore the 
exotic by day, settle into your favorite lounge and enjoy a broad range of great enter-
tainment at night.  Experience the magic of the Orient aboard the Costa Classica.  
Costa, the #1 cruise line in Europe, is a sister company to our long-time cruise part-
ner, Holland America Line and has been named one of the ñtop 10 cruise linesò by the 
readers of Conde Nast Traveler magazine.  Discover Italian-style cruising and ñla 
dolce vitaò (the sweet life!). 
 
November 4 we pick up in our guaranteed departure cities mid-day, on our way to Des 
Moines.  Weôll have a short orientation and get acquainted session at our hotel 
near the airport.  Our pre-overnight will be convenient as we have an early flight to-
morrow. 
 
November 5 after breakfast we transfer to Des Moines International Airport.  Along with your veteran international 
cruise and travel escort, check in for your flight to Hong Kong.  Your escort will help with travel details and lead you 
through airports so you can simply relax and enjoy! 
 
November 6 we arrive in Hong Kong, clear customs and transfer to our hotel.  Weôve built in 
a pre-cruise overnight to allow you a little extra time in Hong Kong, but more importantly, to 
prevent missing cruise departure, should we experience any unanticipated airline delays. 
 
November 7 explore some of incredible Hong Kong.  This evening we board the Costa 
Classica.  One of the best loved in Costaôs fleet, the 723-foot Classica was built in 1991 and 
accommodates just over 1,300 guests.  Unpack once in your spacious oceanview state-
room, equipped with satellite television, safe and hair dryer.  Letôs explore the rest of the 
Classica!  At the top, the Galileo Disco offers 360-degree views.  Just below, walkers, jog-
gers and runners will delight in a fitness track.  A large pool area, a well-equipped fitness center and a large spa are 
all available for your physical enjoyment on the next deck down.  A deck below, the casual La Trattoria Buffet and 
Alfresco Café are available for your dining pleasure.  Down one more deck we find the 2-level Colos-
seo Theater, where performers from all over the world take the stage each evening to entertain you ï 
dance and musical revues, magicians, comedians and more.  Mid-deck we find a pastry shop, pizze-
ria, shops and casino.  Aft, we find Puccini Ballroom, where you might find yourself at a themed party 
during our cruise.  One deck lower, we find the main floor of the theater, the library, an Internet café, 
a lounge and the Tivoli Restaurant.  Murals transform windows in the dining room into Renaissance- 
and Roman-time scenes.  The menu features entrees prepared in traditional European and Italian 
styles as well as American favorites.  Donôt be surprised if the waiters break into song!  Youôll fall in 
love with Italian-style on-board dining.  The next four decks are residential.  This is only a partial tour 
of our home for the next 2 weeks! 
 
November 8 sleep in or hit the deck and start exploring!  Itôs your vacation and your choice!  Be as 
active or as inactive as you wish!  Breakfast can be delivered to your stateroom, you can help yourself (breakfast and 
lunch) at La Trattoria buffet or table service is offered in the dining room.  Today is a day at sea.  Get to know the 
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ship, attend a shore excursion briefing, read up on some of our upcoming ports, get in on 
some of the many activities on board or park on the deck with a good book.  Dinner is fol-
lowed by a great show and you donôt need a ticket!  After the show, relax in one of the many 
lounges, try your luck in the casino or commune with the sea out on deck. 
 
November 9 we arrive at Manilla, Phillipines, ñPearl of the Orientò and capital city of the 
Philippines.  Manila is the center of government and one of the central hubs of a thriving met-
ropolitan area of over 14 million people.  Optional excursions include:  shooting the rapids on 
the Pagsanjan River, a visit to the stone fortress of Corregidor (a strategic WWII battlefield 
and once a U.S. military paradise), coastal villages, rice paddies, coconut plantations, Ta-
gaytay (a favorite local resort), smallest volcano in the world and more.  Or if staying on 
board is more to your taste, the ship is yours! 
 
November 10 weôre at sea.  Rest up from yesterdayôs experiences, plan for tomorrowôs shore excursions, catch up that 
journal try a new fitness or spa experience or whatever else is to your pleasure.  Great dining and 
entertainment are planned for you again tonight. 
 
November 11 we arrive at Kota Kinabalu, Malaysia, on Borneo, the 3rd largest island in the world.  
The city is named for Mt. Kinabalu, the highest mountain in the region (which is also a World Heri-
tage Site).  Mt. Kinabalu National Park is known for its Ground Orchids and insect-eating Pitcher 
Plants.  Shore options here are:  River rafting, rainforest trekking, Mt. Kinabalu National Park or  
Kota Kinabalu city tour (including a visit to City Mosque).  Back on board, another evening of din-
ing and entertainment are planned for us!   
 
November 12 we arrive in Brunei, the tiny sultanate with incredible wealth and unique water vil-
lages.  The airport is larger than that of Hong Kong yet only 300,000 people live here.  From the 
14th to the 16th centuries Brunei Darussalam was the seat of a powerful sultanate extending over parts of Malaysia and 
the Philippines.  In 1888 Brunei Darussalam became a British protectorate.  A written constitution in 1959 gave Brunei 
Darussalam self-government.  (This is one of the most fascinating places your tour 
planner has been!)  Shore options available:  city tours and tours of the unique water 
villages. 
 
November 13 catch your breath during another well-placed and well-deserved day at 
sea.   
 
November 14 we arrive at another very intriguing place ï Singapore.  Itôs a city-state 
of only 272 square miles, at the tip of the Malay Peninsula.  Itôs no doubt one of the 
cleanest places youôll ever visit.  Itôs illegal to eat on a subway, chew gum or spit on a 
sidewalk.  Voting and personal savings are compulsory!  Itôs also home to the Raffles 
Hotel, where the ñSingapore Slingò was really invented (and still available!)  Optional excursions take you to the 129-acre 
Botanical Gardens, Jurong Bird Park (more than 9,000 birds), Little India, a pewter demonstration, Chinatown, shopping 
or even have that real Singapore Sling at the historic Raffles Hotel. 
 
November 15 sleep in and enjoy another relaxing day at sea. 
 
November 16 the Costa Classica arrives at Ho Chi Minh City, our first port in Vietnam.  
Formerly known as Saigon, Ho Chi Minh City is the largest city in Vietnam.  In 1954 the 
country was divided into two separate states: Marxist North Vietnam (the Democratic Re-
public of Vietnam), backed by the USSR and governed by Ho Chi Minh, with Hanoi as its 
capital city, and South Vietnam (the Republic of Vietnam), governed by dictator Ngo Dinh 
Diem, Prime Minister during the empire of Bao Dai, with capital city of Saigon.  Retrace 
the history and discover the beauty of this country on options like:  city tours, a tour to the 
Mekong Delta, a coconut candy factory, a sampan ride, pagodas, Cu Chi tunnels and 
more. 
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This 18-day Southeast Asia cruise package includes:  Luxury motor coach transportation between our guaranteed departure cities and 
Des Moines International Airport, lodging for 1 night in Des Moines, round-trip air transportation, transfers between the airport, hotel and pier 
in Hong Kong, lodging for 1 night in Hong Kong, luggage handling and 14 nights aboard the Costa Classica (on-board meals, nightly enter-
tainment and certain on-board activities included). 

 
$4,834 per person, double occupancy (oceanview stateroom - category E1) 
$4,964 per person, double occupancy (oceanview stateroom ï category E2) 
 
Deposit:  $600 per person, due with reservation 
Balance due:  August 1 
Cancel by:  August 6 for penalty-free cancellation 
Peace of Mind Protection:  not available for air or cruise travel but affordable trip cancellation/travel insurance is available.  Without cancel-
lation protection, regardless of the reason for cancellation, the following penalties apply: 
Cancellation from August 6-September 21 a $600 penalty per person will apply. 
Cancellation from September 22-October 20 a 50% penalty will apply. 
Cancellation on or after October 21 will result in a 100% penalty. 
 
A valid passport is required.  NorthLand Travel will assist you with any visas required. 
 
Guaranteed departure cities:  Decorah, New Hampton, Waterloo, Marshalltown, Fort Dodge, Webster City, Ames, Des Moines, Cedar 
Rapids, Coralville and Newton 

 
November 17 we spend the day at sea. 
 
November 18 we arrive at Da Nang, Vietnam, fourth largest city in the country.  This is the 
most beautiful part of Vietnam and it is famous for silk.  Shore options help you discover:  
marble carving, Hoi An Temple, a Japanese pagoda, silkworm breeding, ancient Hue with 
incredible King Minh Mangôs Mausoleum, Imperial Citadel (designed after Chinaôs Forbid-
den City) and more. 
 
November 19 the Classica arrives at Sanya, China, a very new resort area in southern 
China, known for its excellent climate.  Palm trees and beautiful sandy beaches are plentiful here.  
Options for your day include:  silk or pearl shopping, a day at a beach resort, a visit to the Bud-
dhism Center, a hot spring or many other intriguing places. 

 
November 20 we return to Hong Kong, China ï more than 250 islands, a spectacular harbor, 
stunning skyline and incredible shopping!  Weôre scheduled to arrive mid-day.  We stay the night 
aboard the Classica, so explore more of Hong Kong on your own or take in an optional shore 
experience such as:  a driving of Hong Kong, a walking tour of Old and New Hong Kong, tour and 
dinner at a monastery, night tour with dinner and more! 
 
November 21 we leave the Costa Classica and transfer to Hong Kongôs stunning airport for our 
return flight.  We return to the U.S., clear customs and transfer to our domestic flight to Des 
Moines.  A Hawkeye Stages coach will be waiting for us, to return us to our departure cities. 
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