
July 7-18, 2009 
12 Days 

As any card player knows, you canôt beat ñfour of a kind.ò  This is especially true when it comes to Americaôs National 
Parks.  You are being offered a spectacular package of The Badlands, The Grand Tetons, Yellowstone, and Glacier 
National Parks, all in one journey along with the beauty of Portland, Oregon and more.  Rediscover the romance of 
riding the train as we travel aboard Amtrakôs Empire Builder.   
 
July 7 we leave our departure cities picking up along our way to Oacoma, SD.  We stay in a favorite property with a 
restaurant on site.   
 
July 8 after breakfast we drive through Badlands National Park, where bison, bighorn sheep and 
swift fox roam one of largest, protected mixed-grass prairies in the United States.  This 160 square mile 
area of desolate, eerie moonscape was set aside to make a national park in 1939.  Weôll visit Wall 
Drug for lunch, known world-wide as the home of ñfree ice-water,ò buffalo burgers and so much more.  
Following lunch, we visit the Black Hills, a small, isolated mountain range rising from the Great Plains 
of North America in western South Dakota extending into Wyoming.  Set off from the main body of the 
Rocky Mountains, the region is accurately described as an ñisland of trees in a sea of grass.ò  The 
Black Hills are also home to the tallest peaks of continental North America east of the Rockies.  Weôll view Crazy 
Horse Memorial, which when completed will be known as the worldôs largest sculpture. The giant mountain sculpture 
was begun 60 years ago at the request of the Lakota Indian Chiefs and represents North American Indians of all 
tribes. Mount Rushmore, the colossal sculpted heads of Presidents George Washington, Thomas Jefferson, Abra-
ham Lincoln and Theodore Roosevelt will be illuminated when we arrive at this grand sym-
bol of democracy.  Each face is 60 feet high and carved with an intricate perfection of detail 
and expression.  Our home for tonight is Keystone, SD.  We have a restaurant at our hotel. 
 
July 9 following breakfast we leave the Black Hills and travel to Devils Tower National 
Monument, a stump-shaped cluster of rock columns that appear to have been gouged by 
the claws of a giant beast.  President Theodore Roosevelt proclaimed Devils Tower as a 
national monument in 1906.  After traveling through coal mining areas, we skirt the Bighorn 
Mountains and overnight at Riverton, WY, with a heated indoor pool and an exercise room 
at our hotel. 
 
July 10 after breakfast we tour Grand Teton National Park, containing the youngest mountains on the continent.  
The parkôs 485 square miles and the valley of Jackson Hole frame a majestic landscape of eight large glacier-formed 
lakes and many smaller ones, glaciers, numerous snowfields and extensive pine, fir and spruce forests. Todayôs 
lunch is in the Mural Room with its Rocky Mountain cuisine and breathtaking panoramic Teton views at Jack-
son Lake Lodge.  We overnight tonight in Yellowstone National Park in the Frontier Cabins at Lake Yellow-
stone Hotel, with an included dinner. 
 
July 11 breakfast starts us on a great day touring Yellowstone National Park.  A park guide joins us for a tour 
of Yellowstoneôs most celebrated sights.  The paint pots, falls and of course, Old Faithful will be among our 
stops.   After the tour we travel westward to Idaho Falls, ID, for the night. 
 
July 12 breakfast is offered at our hotel.  Weôll enjoy the scenery as we head northwest and into Oregon.  Weôll 
stay at a newly renovated hotel featuring an evening reception, pool, hot tub and Jacuzzi. 
 
July 13 after breakfast weôll drive through the high desert until we reach Hood River.  We begin a change of 
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scene by following the mighty Columbia River and entering the beautiful and historic Columbia 
River Gorge National Scenic Area.  Weôll stop at the 620 foot high spectacular Multnomah Falls, 
Oregonôs number one public destination, before we arrive in Oregonôs largest city, Portland.  A 
step-on guide will introduce us to the òCity of Roses.ó  Weôll see the financial section, Old 
Town, China Town, the trendy Pearl District and stop at the world-famous International Rose 
Test Beds in Washington Park, home to 10,000 blooming roses during the season.  There are 
many restaurants in the area near Portland where we stay the next two nights. 
 
July 14 following breakfast we are off to the wonderful Central Oregon Coast with our step-on 
guide and the fishing village of Newport.  There will be time to stop at Yaquina Lighthouse, one 
of the first navigational aids built on the Pacific Northwest coast.  Built in 1871, the Cape Cod-style 
building contains both the lighthouse tower and the light keeperôs living quarters, and is rumored to 
be --- haunted!  After visiting the Newport Aquarium, which is home to northwest sea life such as 
otters and seals, weôll have a ñscatterò lunch on the Wharf on your own.  The afternoon finds us 
heading back toward Portland with a wonderful stop at the Evergreen Aviation Museum, home to 
Howard Hughesô famous Spruce Goose airplane as well as notable military and civilian aircraft and space-
craft.  We return to Portland for the evening. 
 
July 15 after breakfast we depart with our guide for Mount Hood, Oregonôs highest point at 11,235 feet.  
Our destination today is rugged and rustic Timberline Lodge at the 6,000 
foot level with time to explore, photograph the panoramic views and get a 
bite to eat on your own.  Early afternoon, weôll drive back to Portlandôs 
Union Station to board the train for Glacier Park and more adventure. 
Your Amtrak train, the Empire Builder, is scheduled to depart from Port-
land late afternoon.  Every passenger is assigned large reclining seats, 
with adjustable leg rests so you can stretch out for comfortable sleeping.  
Small pillows and blankets are provided by Amtrak.  The Empire Builder 
has a sightseer lounge which should afford you with a fantastic view.  We 
cross Oregon and Idaho during the night, giving you plenty of time for 
dinner or a snack before letting the gentle rhythm of the rails lull you to 
sleep. 
 
July 16 treat yourself to breakfast before our train delivers us to Glacier National Park in Mon-
tana.  After our luggage is delivered to the hotel, we will board the Red Bus for the trip across the 
òGoing to the Sun Road,ó one of the most outstanding scenic roadways in the world.  Youôll 
cross Logan Pass and the Continental Divide at an elevation of 6,684 feet along the 50-mile, 5-
hour route.  A box lunch will be provided for you.  Following our tour of the park, we will return to 
Glacier National Park Lodge where we will spend the night.  There will be time to enjoy the 
Lodge and the surrounding, overwhelming scenery.  A restaurant is on site for your enjoyment 
this evening. 
 
July 17 following breakfast at the Lodge, we will board the Empire Builder for a day of relaxing, 
scenic travel on the rails across Montana and once again, spending the night on the train as we cross North 
Dakota into Minnesota. 
 
July 18 again treat yourself to breakfast on the train.  We are scheduled to arrive in St. 
Paul mid-morning, where we will see a familiar coach and driver waiting to return us to 
our departure cities with lots of wonderful memories and great new friends. 
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