
MOUNTAINS, CANYONS  
AND LEGENDS 

August 10-22, 2009 
13 Days 

Come with us to experience the incredible beauty, ancient cultures, unbelievable engineering, famous per-
sonalities and more of the West!  Weôll take you beyond the ñgot the t-shirtò sightseeing on this complete, 
well-planned journey. 

 

August 10 we pick up in our guaranteed departure cities as we travel to the Sunflower State, Kansas.  We 
have dinner and stay the night in Topeka. 

 

August 11 after breakfast we travel to Dodge City, KS, where weôll witness a gunfight (actually, a reenact-
ment!).  Step back into the 1870s as you walk down the boardwalk of Front Street at Boot Hill Museum, a 
western history village museum, located on the original site of Boot Hill Cemetery.  Enjoy a Chuckwagon 
Dinner and Long Branch Saloon Variety Show.  We stay the night in Dodge City. 

 

August 12 enjoy breakfast before departure for Colorado.  We travel to breathtaking Royal Gorge, Colo-
radoôs natural wonder.  The Royal Gorge Bridge is often compared to the Eiffel Tower in Paris or the Em-
pire State Building in New York City.  It is daring in its design and remarkable in its achievement.  We over-
night in Canon City. 

 

August 13 after breakfast we travel to Silverton in time to have lunch and explore.  Later, we meet at the 
Durango & Silverton Narrow Gauge Railroad depot.  The line was constructed to haul silver and gold ore 
from the San Juan Mountains.  Passengers soon realized it was the view that was truly precious. Relive the 
sights and sounds of yesteryear on a spectacular journey to Durango abroad a restored steam train.  Our 
motor coach will be waiting for us to take us to our hotel in Durango for the evening.    

 

August 14 help yourself to breakfast.  Tour Mesa Verde National Park with a step-on guide and get a 
chronological recount of ancient culture.   Weôll have stops and short walks to early pueblo sites and pit 
houses, a sort of dugout dwelling, used as places to tell stories, dance, sing, celebrate and store food.   Weôll 
pause at overlooks of canyon dwellings and take a short walk into Spruce Tree House, the second largest 
cliff dwelling on Chapin Mesa.   We continue to Four Corners, where you can view 4 states at one time, 
before traveling on to Kayenta, AZ, for dinner and to stay the night. 

 

August 15 awaken to breakfast.  A Navajo guide will take us on a tour of Gouldingõs Monument Valley 
with a private showing of ñEarth Spirit,ò an award-winning display of sounds and images celebrating the 
beauty and creation of Monument Valley.   We will explore famous monuments and visit restricted areas, 
containing rock windows and rock arches of unique shapes and sizes.  We spend the next 2 nights at the 
South Rim of the Grand Canyon.  The South Rim offers spectacular views of one of our nationôs greatest 
natural treasures. 

 

August 16 enjoy breakfast.  Youôll have today to spend as you wish in Grand Canyon Park.  Your tour 
manager will have suggestions for you such as, hiking the trails, National Geographic Visitor Center & IMAX, 
ranger programs, river raft trips, guided tours, mule trips and more.  Many of the activities sell out so you 
may want to do your homework and book in advance of those activities you would like to experience while in 
the park.  Weôll be glad to provide you with more information. 

 

August 17 donôt miss breakfast as we have a BIG day today!  Weôll have a chance to see Glen Canyon 

This travel package planned for  
you by Denise Hovden -Baumler.   
Escorted by Kris Knutson  
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Your 13-day National Parks package includes:  Luxury motor coach transportation, lodging for 12 nights, luggage handling, tickets to all 
bolded attractions, National Park Service fees, gratuities for step-on guides, 12 breakfasts and 4 dinners (meals inclusive of tax and gratuity). 

 

$2,499 per person, double occupancy 
$2,295 per person with 3 or 4 persons sharing a room with 2 beds 
$3,320 single room accommodations 

 

Reservations: As long as space is available 
Deposit: $250 per person, due with reservation 
Balance due: June 10 
Cancel by: June 10 for penalty-free cancellations 
Early Booking Discount: $50 per person discount applied to final payment if deposit is received by February 6 
Peace of Mind protection: 5% of trip cost, due with deposit 

 

Guaranteed Departure Cities:  Fort Dodge, Webster City,  Ames, Des Moines, Newton, Decorah, New Hampton, Marshalltown, Cedar Rap-

ids, Waterloo and Coralville 

Dam & Lake Powell.  Glen Canyon has been home to people for thousands of years.  Archaic and prehis-
toric Indian cultures roamed and lived in the canyons.  Explorers, miners, ranchers, historic Indian tribes and 
other left their marks over time.  A few homesteaders, river runners and uranium miners lived, worked or 
played among the canyons until they were filled by the waters of Lake Powell.  Zion National Park and some 
never-to-be-forgotten sights are next on our agenda.  Later, we check into our downtown hotel in Springdale, 
UT.  We stay 2 nights. 

 

August 18 another breakfast is provided for us.  We have revised this itinerary from previous years and 
added another day at Zion National Park.   Utahôs first national park features some of the most spectacular 
scenery, geology, archeology and biology in the country.  To really experience Zion, you need to walk among 
the towering cliffs.  These unique sandstone cliffs range in color from cream to pink, to red.  They could be 
described as sand castles crowning desert canyons.  We return to Springdale for the night. 

 

August 19 after breakfast we enter Bryce Canyon National Park, famous for its unique geology of red rock 
spires and horseshoe-shaped amphitheaters.  Bryce offers visitors a ñfar viewò from the eastern edge of the 
Paunsaugunt Plateau in southern Utah.  Next weôll head to Arches National Park for a guided tour.  Arches 
preserves over 2,000 natural sandstone arches, like the world-famous Delicate Arch as well as many other 
unusual rock formations.  We stay the night in Moab, UT. 

 

August 20 have breakfast at our hotel.  We head for Estes Park, CO, via the Eisenhower Tunnel on I-70.  
We stay the night at a ranch resort, situated on 85 acres in the Tahossa Valley of Estes Park.  The lodge is 
the largest free-standing log structure in Colorado!  Enjoy blue skies and cool mountain air at a cowboy  
supper and cowboy singer entertainment. 

 

August 21 have breakfast before we enjoy a horse-drawn wagon ride around the resort.  We then board 
our slightly more sophisticated motor coach and travel to York, NE, for a farewell dinner and to stay the 
night. 

 

August 22 after breakfast, weôre homeward bound with memories full of the great beauty of the American 

West. 
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