
Weôve had many requests for Greenland and have not been to Iceland or Newfoundland recently.  
When we found this incredible combination with those three countries plus a trans-Atlantic cruise, 
the Netherlands, England, France, Ireland, Scotland, Nova Scotia and even more, we were ex-
cited to get it put together for you!  Join us for this great combination, aboard the beautifully refur-
bished MS Maasdam, one of our favorite Holland America ships! 
 

August 7 we pick up through our guaranteed departure cities on our way to Des 
Moines.  Check in with your experienced international & cruise escort, for our flight 
to Amsterdam.  Let us worry about navigating the airports.  Your job is to enjoy! 
 
August 8 we arrive at Amsterdamôs Schiphol Airport in the early morning, where we 
are met by a private motor coach and transferred to our hotel.  Take a little time to 
refresh and relax before we depart on a tour of Amsterdam , with its many canals, 
bridges, multi-story homes and other quaint features.  This evening, enjoy dinner . 
 

August 9 after breakfast  at our hotel (by the way, breakfasts in the Netherlands are wonderful!) 
we board our coach for the Anne Frank House.  See the house and the secret annex, where Anne 
Frank wrote her diary during Nazi occupation.  After our visit, our coach trans-
ports us to the pier, where Holland America Lineôs MS Maasdam will be 
moored.  From the time you board the ship, you will sense that something is 
different!  The Indonesian and Filipino staff will do an excellent job of providing 
you with gracious (nearing unbelievable) service.  Your waiter will pick up on 
your little idiosyncrasies by the second day and anticipate your requests.  Your 
stateroom steward will learn your schedule, make up your room and change 
your towels, never intruding.   

 
Whether youôre a ñmeat and potatoesò sort of individual, or a discriminating connoisseur, 
you will find delight in the menus (which have no prices!).  Breakfast  and lunch can be 
served to you in the dining room or peruse all of the choices in the Lido Restaurant, ar-
ranged food court-style!  (Or order room service !)  Donôt miss the Royal Dutch High Tea, 
snacks or specialty coffees in the Explorations Café (a comfortable, coffee house where 
you can browse through an extensive library, surf the Internet and check 
e-mail or read the morning paper), the ice cream bar or the late-night ex-
travaganzas understatedly called ñsnacks.ò  Dinner is a nightly ñeventò 

as you descend the elegant staircase to the sounds of a string trio.  A different ar-
ray of gourmet dishes and decadent desserts are featured each night.  Some of 
our nights will be formal, some informal, and others will be more casual.  For a 
special experience, dine in the upscale alternative restaurant with an even more 

incredible menu and a more intimate atmosphere; all for a small 
additional cover charge.  If you just want an informal, quick dinner, check out the 
food court-style Lido Restaurant where youôll find everything from pizza to stir-fry. 
 
Each evening after dinner, different entertainment will be presented in the 2-level 
show lounge, including Broadway, comedy, illusion, dance and a variety of musi-
cal artists.  Thereôs never a cover charge or a ticket to buy!  After the show, stroll 
on deck, try your luck in the casino, relax with piano music in the Crowôs Nest  
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lounge or rush back to your stateroom to plan your next day!  A program will be 
slipped under your door each evening, providing a list of the many activities 
available on board for the next day as well as information on ports which lie 
ahead.  On days at sea, youôll find plenty of activities to keep even the most ac-

tive person occupied.  If you just want to lose yourself in a good 
book or catch a current movie, the option is yours! 
 
Unpack once in your comfortable stateroom, which is larger than a comparable 
cabin on other cruise lines.  This will be your (pampered) home for the next 18 
nights! 
 

August 10 we arrive at Dover, England for the day.  Stay on board to relax or em-
bark on one of many optional shore experiences, which vary from a panoramic tour 
of London to a castle tour, a steam train trip or a hike to explore the White Cliffs of 
Dover.  A wonderful dinner and show are on the agenda for this evening, with no 
reservations or tickets necessary! 

 
August 11 the Maasdam arrives at charming walled city of St. 
Malo, France .  Saint-Malo has one of the highest concentra-
tions of seafood restaurants in Europe!  It is famous for its local 
oysters from the nearby village of Cancale.  Explore and enjoy! 
 

August 12 we stop at Falmouth, England , third largest deep-water harbor in the 
world, the traditional gateway to the Atlantic and one of the worldôs great sailing 
harbors.  Take an optional excursion to St. Michaelôs Mount, Landôs End, St. Ives 
or take a drive through scenic Cornwall.  Back on board, another evening of fine 
dining and entertainment await. 

 
August 13 ñtop oô the morninô to yaò as we arrive at Cobh, County 
Cork , on the south coast of Ireland.  Two and a half million of the six 
million Irish people who immigrated to North America between 
1848 and 1950 left from here (which was formerly known as Queens-
town).  The city is rich in maritime history, as it was the final port for 
the Titanic before its tragic demise.  The survivors of the RMS Lusita-

nia, sunk by a German U-Boat in 1915, were brought to the town of Cobh, and over one hun-
dred victims are buried in the Old Church Cemetery.  Famous boxer, entertainer, wrestler and 
playboy Jack Doyle is also buried in this cemetery.  The cathedralôs 300-foot tall spire contains 
Irelandôs only carillon.  The cruise terminal is convenient to a plethora of sights and attrac-
tions. 
 
August 14 the Maasdam arrives in Belfast, Northern Ireland .  Take an optional excursion 
to experience Belfast, Northern Irelandôs largest city, or to the curious Causeway of the 
Giants, a castle, an abbey or to experience the local culture in several pubs.  Return to our 
floating resort for another great evening. 

 
August 15 we arrive at Scotlandôs Isle of Skye , known for its spectacular scenery, vibrant 
culture and heritage as well as its abundant wildlife including the Golden Eagle, Red Deer 
and salmon.  Optional experiences take you to visit castles, serene lakes and/or a distill-
ery.  History abounds here!   
 
August 16 is a day to rest up from a string of great port stops!  Take part in on-
board activities, curl up with a good book or pamper yourself with an optional 

spa treatment.  Whatever you do, enjoy a full day at sea!  Food and entertainment 
will abound. 
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