Splendors
Greece & Tur

17 Days Ap”' 1_5\/| ay 11 20 10 This travel package planned and escorted by Jane Soren

April 15 we pick up through our guaranteed departure cities on our way to Des Moines International Air-
port. Check in with your veteran international travel escort for your flight to Athens, Greece. We travel
overnight and enjoy in-flight meals. (In-flight meals)
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| April 16 we arrive in Athens. Your escort will brief you on customs and immigration
| formalities. We transfer to our hotel with some time to refresh before meeting our

local host for a welcome drink. Find a restaurant for a relaxing dinner or retire for
| the night. (In-flight meals)

“ | April 17 after breakfast we take a walking tour of the
Acropolis and the Parthenon. The Parthenon (actually n
Jmeans Aroom of virgins/ ma ‘ : e
house the 45 foot tall, 2,000 Ib. gold statue of Athena
and was only open on special occasions. It was later
converted to a church. A gun powder blast in the 1687 war with the Vene-
tians blew up the Parthenon, doing
also see the Agora (marketplace), Royal Palace, and the Temple of Zeus,
started in the 6th century BC but left unfinished until 130 AD when Hadrian
granted the money to have it finished. We 61 |
of Mars (Aeropagus), which served as the Supreme Court from the 7th century BC. Court was always
conducted in the open air. It was from this hill that the Apostle Paul gave his sermon in 51 AD. Also on
our agenda are Hadrian's Arch and Olympic Stadium. The Stadium was built for the first modern Olym-
pics in 1896. Games had been a thing of the past until revived in 1894 and moved from Olympia to Ath-
ens. (The first "ancient" Olympics were in 776 BC.) Athens had not hosted the Olympics since 1896 un-
til the 2004 games. Opening ceremonies were hel
spend as you wish. Our local host will be glad to help with ideas and arrangements for exploration and
dining on your own. (B)
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April 18 we drive across the Corinth Canal and visit the remains of the ancient city of
Corinth where St. Paul preached. We then drive to Mycenae, whose 19th-century exca-
vations reveal impressions of the splendors so vividly described by Homer. The Treas-
ury of Atreus or Tomb of Agamemnon, an i
it ombo) was constructed around 1250 BC.
120 tons. The Lion Gate and remains of Agamemnon's Royal Palace are also on our list
for today. Later we visit the Sanctuary of Aesculapius (the God of Medicine), to view its
well-preserved 2,300 year-old open air amphitheater. This evening we arrive, have din-
ner and stay the night in Nauplia. (B,D)

April 19 journey through the spectacular Arcadian Mountains to Olympia. The first Olympic Games were
held here in 776 BC, in honor of the King of Deities. Stroll around the ancient Olympic Stadium and the
Temples of Zeus and Hera. We have dinner and spend the night in Olympia. (B,D)

April 20 we ferry across the Gulf of Corinth to mainland Greece and drive to Del-
phi, home of the famous Oracle. The oracle was associated with the cults of dei-
ties derived from the great goddess of nature and fertility. The temple was
changed to a center for the worship of Apollo during the classical period of
Greece and priests were added to the temple organizationd although the tradition
regarding prophecy remained unchangedd and the apparently always-female
priestess continued to provide the services of the oracle exclusively. We have
dinner and stay the night in Delphi. (B,D)

S oA A s S houao AN Vel com



http://northland.server281.com/reservation.php

—

April 21 we drive over Pourmaraki Pass to Lamia, then to Kalambaka, which is sur-
rounded by huge | i mestone formations. You
Meteora. Meteora means "to look at things between the earth

and sky." The 24 rock-top monasteries perched high above the
town are in an aptly named re|gi on! Youo] |
£ | were ever built. Some stand idle but many are inhabited by or-
ders wishing seclusion. Many still must be accessed by ropes
and pulleys. Admire the beautiful Byzantine frescoes and the marvelous views. We
return to Kalambaka for dinner and the night. (B,D)

April 22 enjoy a scenic drive along the coast to Thermopylae, where a small Greek
force battled the huge Persian army and nearly defeated them. We return to Athens
for an evening at leisure and overnight stay. (B)

] April 23 explore some more of Athens, do a little shopping or relax at our hotel. Later we
transfer to nearby Piraeus, to board the Cristal for a 7-day cruise. This 52-foot, 10-deck
ship is staffed by 400. The Cristal features 2 dining rooms, 1 restaurant, 3 lounges, a ca-
sino, a beauty salon, fithess center, pool, whirlpool, shops, an Internet center and more.
Three types of staterooms (inside, outside and veran- = S

dah) are available in limited quantities. Book early for
best chance at your first choice! Dining and nightly en-
tertainment are included throughout our cruise. Enjoy
your first evening at sea! (B,D)

April 24 rise when you wish and enjoy breakfast at your leisure. Familiarize yourself with the many fea-
tures of our ship as we sail toward Istanbul, arriving mid-afternoon. You may want to take in an optional
shore experience to one of I stanbul és best known
folk dancers and belly dancers. Or stay on board for a relaxing evening. Our ship stays in Istanbul and

we stay on board. (B,L,D)

April 25 webre in |Istanbul unt il evenling Expl ofr
shore excursion to see Istanbulc‘)s highlights suc a

ophia, fASpoonmakerdéds Diamondd and mo|r e Or per p
rus (the strait between the Black Sea and the Sea of Marmara) is more your style.

Youbre also welcome to stay on board |if you just
dining and entertainment await! (B,L,D)

April 26 enjoy another leisurely morning as we make our way to Mykonaos, the island
with the charming white-washed houses, chapels and windmills. Find yourself that
perfect little restaurant, take in an optional dinner and show or an excursion to the

once.sacred Del os. Youodre also welcome t h
night. (B,L,D)
April 27 we arrive early on the tiny island of Patmos, where
John wrote the book of Revelation while in exile from the Roman Empire. Op-
tional shore experiences take you to see the majestic Byzantine Monastery of St.
John the Divine (1088), the Grotto of the Apocalypse, the windmills of Chora and
mor e. A short distance away, we arrijve in Kusad i
portunity to visit Ephesus, where Biblical history comes to life. Stand at the Great
Amphitheater where Paul preached. Enjoy another evening of din-
ing, entertainment and the company of your traveling companions.
(B,L,D)
April 28 we arrive early at Rhodes, the i a
to Athena overl ooks the Bay of St. Paul b w

Rhodes. Optional shore excursions take you to see the best of Rhodes and/or Lindos. We
sail around dinner time. (B,L,D)

andtravel.com




