
Those who only cruise Alaska miss out on the interior of Alaska and the Yukon.  Those who only 
see Alaska by land donôt get to experience the incredible beauty of the Inside Passage.  Weôve 
selected what we think is the best of Alaska, the Yukon Territory and the Inside Passage.  Let our 
experience in "The Great Land" (weôve taken groups to Alaska each year, since 1983!) be your 
guide for the trip of a lifetime. 
 
June 14 our adventure begins!  Depart mid-afternoon from the guaranteed departure cities listed 
below for a night in Des Moines.  We'll have a short orientation then time to get to know your fellow 
adventurers. 
 
June 15 you and your tour manager check in for your flight to Anchorage .  (Flight arrangements 
are available from many U.S. cities.  Call for more details.  We'll be happy to have your friends join 
us from other parts of the country.)  Upon arrival in Anchorage we transfer to our downtown hotel, 
close to dining and shopping.  Let the souvenir quest begin! 
 
June 16 board a spacious, modern dome rail car for the scenic 
journey to Denali National Park .  Everyone has a great view of 
the fantastic scenery.  Watch for moose, bald eagle and other 
wildlife!  With chefs at work in the dining room below us, you may 
wish to treat yourself to breakfast and/or lunch as we travel the 
rails northward.  We arrive in Denali National Park this afternoon 
and check in.  Denali encompasses 9,375 square miles of pristine 
wilderness.  This afternoon you might take an optional flightseeing 
excursion around Mt. McKinley, go whitewater rafting (it's fun for all ages and abilities!), take in 
"Cabin Night" dinner theater or any of a number of optional activities.  We'll stay the night amid the 
scent of pine, fireplaces and the sounds of nature. 

 
June 17 learn about the marvels of Denali National Park at the new Visitor 
Center then travel into the park aboard specially-permitted buses on a half -
day tour , narrated by a knowledgeable guide.  Journey through moose and 
wolf habitat (this is untouched nature, so who knows what weôll seeéover 
the years our groups have spotted caribou, wolf, fox moose, eagle, dall 
sheep and grizzly bear).  Weôll make several stops along the way, including 
Savage Cabin where history will come to life!  Weôll also see Government 
Hill, Yanert Valley and if Mother Nature cooperates, a view of Mt. McKinley 
from Primrose Ridge.  Later this afternoon, we board the McKinley Explorer 
for a rail journey to Fairbanks .  Weôre near the longest daylight day of the 

year!  The sun never sets completely.  But you'll want to turn in so you're ready for another day of 
discovery ahead! 
 
June 18 spend a delightful morning with the Binkley family aboard one of the 
Discovery Riverboats .  Their authentic sternwheeler will take you down the 
Chena River to the Tanana.  See how glacially-fed rivers with their cloudy 
brown color carry thousands of tons of glacial silt into clear, spring-fed rivers 
making the amazing "wedding of the rivers."  You'll have good views from wher-
ever you are on the Discovery, thanks to the live, on-board video system.  We'll 
land at an Athabascan village where you can experience life in the wild...hide 
tanning, salmon filleting, sled dogs, crafts, fish wheels and more!  A veteran of 
the famous IDITAROD dogsled race usually does a demonstration and visits with you.  Weôll also 
visit Gold Dredge No. 8 , a monstrous dredge which moved millions of rocks in its day, in search 
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of GOLD!  Enjoy a hearty miner's lunch in the mess hall.  Your driver/
guide will tell you more of the Gold Rush, which gave the area its start, 
and show you through this amazing piece of machinery.  Youôll also have 

a chance to pan for gold .  Later this afternoon weôll 
visit the Alaska pipeline.  Some of the amazing facts 
about this phenomenal structure will be explained.  To-
night, we treat you to the Alaska Salmon Bake .  Fresh 
Alaskan salmon and halibut are cooked over a wood 
fire (if youôre not fond of fish, a prime rib option is also available).  Rolls, 
salads and dessert accompany this delicious meal under Alaskan 
pines. 
 

June 19 we travel the famous Alaska Highway  to Tok, where lunch is included (and you 
may find some pretty adorable sled dog puppies...sorry, they have to stay 
here!).  Your well-trained "driver-guide" will detail the unique aspects of this 
construction marvel.  Our trek across the tundra will be filled with awesome 
scenery, fascinating commentary and interesting stops.  Later this after-
noon we arrive at Beaver Creek , "301 miles from nowhere."  Right on the 
Alaska/Yukon border, this small village served as a camp while building 
the highway.  Our lodge is quite nice and youôll be treated to "Yukon Rendez -
Vous," a fun dinner show about the Klondike life.  Enjoy! 

 
June 20 the St. Elias Mountains make a beautiful backdrop to todayôs drive.  Drink in the awe-

some beauty of Kluane Lake before lunch and a natural history presentation at 
Kluane National Park .  We follow the Klondike Highway to Whitehorse , capital of 
the Yukon Territory.  Your driver-guide will share more tales of the gold rush days 
and perhaps recite a bit of Robert Service poetry (an immortal part of the Yukon!).  
We stay the night in Whitehorse and take in the "Frantic Follies," a long-running 
variety show filled with music, history and the lighter side of life in the Yukon. 
 

June 21 your driver will recant more of the miners' plights, as they scaled the Trail of '98 in 
search of gold.  We'll continue our trek through pristine beauty as we work our way to White 
Pass to board the narrow gauge White Pass & Yukon Railway for our descent into Skagway .  

We'll follow the Trail of '98, retracing the very path many prospectors followed with 
their mandatory ton of supplies.  The railroad was built in latter days to transport 
the supplies in and the gold out.  The ms Zuiderdam will be moored in Skagway 
as we arrive but you'll have plenty of time to explore this quaint little town before we 
set sail.  Lots of neat options are available from here...fishing, climbing, Jeep safari, 
rafting, dog sledding, glacier flightseeing and more!  Don't 
worry about your luggage.  It will be taken to your stateroom 
for you!  The Zuiderdam is one of Holland Americaôs Vista-
Class ships.  Put in service in 2002, this fabulous ship has 
nearly 85% oceanview staterooms of which, many have pri-
vate balconies.  The fully-stabilized 82,000-gross ton Zuider-
dam stretches 951 feet long and accommodates 1,848 

guests.  The 11 passenger decks include an elegant atrium, a three-story 
show lounge, shops, lounges, a large spa & fitness center, an Internet 
café, a full casino, a pool and whirlpool (with a sliding dome, so the 
weatherôs always fine!), an elegant 2-level dining room, an even more upscale alternative dining 
room, the poolside Terrace Grill, the Windstar Café and a variety of other public rooms.  An ex-

pansive deck surrounds the ship, offering great sightseeing opportunities as we 
experience the canal, a wonderful place to take a morning jaunt and of course, 
an outstanding place to lounge in a deck chair and watch the world go by!  Four 
glass exterior elevators give you a unique perspective of the sea.  From the time 
you board the ship, you will sense that something is different!  As aboard all Hol-
land America Ships, the Indonesian and Filipino staff will do an excellent job of 
providing you with gracious (nearing unbelievable) service.  Your waiter will likely 
know your little idiosyncrasies by the second day and anticipate your requests.  

Your stateroom steward will learn your schedule, make up your room and change your towels 
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